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The Athenian Mercury. 
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Queft. I. V Hether Riches and Honours 

are really of that Intrinfick 
value , asthe Eager and General Thirft after 
them woud argue? 

Anfw. It fis been affirm’d by xo little 
pen, (and now almoft grown a Maxim ) 
that Opinion us the Rate of things, I can wil- 
lingly yield that it goes far, and farther 
with haters of thinking, than others. 
A great Philofopher puts his Friend into his 
Inventory., and perhaps “its a pardonable 
Breach of Priviledge/ if any) to place Opi- 
nion amongit the goods of Fortune, and in 
the Claffis of thofe that are moft Variable : 
Reafon is the true rate of things, and Truthis 
always it felf without Change : When if I take 
my Meafures in any thing according to my 
Opinion , to day I may change ‘em again to 
Morrow , and both times mifs the Truth, 
and fo make a third Choice ; which without 
the help of the Schools, fully fhews the 
Etymology of an Opinionift, viz, one. that 
looks only on the Face or. Appearance of 
things, which is a very mean Character to 
be own’d by a Rational Being —— Riches or 
Poverty are as they are ufed, and not, as 
they are Efteem’d , unlefs. by wife Men: 
A Man cannot be unhappy under, the moft De- 
preffed Circumftances, if he ufes bis Reafon (not 
his Opinion ) for thofe ends it was fent hinf, 
and the moft Exalted Fortunes are (if Rea- 
fon be not Confulted ) the Subje& of a Wile 
Mans pitty — Bajazet the firft, after he had 


loft che City of Sebaftia, and therein Ortho- fh 


bulus his Eldeft Son, as he Marched with 
his great Army again{t Tamerlaze, he heard 
@Country Shepherd merrily Diverting him- 
felf with his Fonvely Pipe, as he fat upon 
the fide of a Mountain feeding his, poor 
Flock. The King ftood {till a great while 
liftning unto him , to the great Admiration 
of his Nobility about him , at laft, fetching 
a deep figh, he brake forth into thefe words; 
O! Happy Shepherd , which hadft neither Or- 
thobulus zor Sebaftia to /ofe C Knowles Tur- 
kifh Hiftory, p. 216. J. i 

Queft. J desire to know how the Veins and 
Arteries of an Arm or Leg Amputated, can 
be Reunited to continue the Circnlation of the 
Blood ? 

Anfw. When the Inquifitive Doftor Har- 
vey firft afferted the Circulation, this .was 
gne of the Objeétions raifed againis it by 
them , who could not prefently admit it 
then. —- They fuppofed an Inoculation of the 
Veins, with the Arteries , which apes Am- 
putation, never could be reunited fo again , 
the Controverfie is ia Wales his fecond 
Letter to Bartholin; but Circulation is per- 
form’d by the Blood pulfed into the Arte- 
ries, which as they pafs, they Diffeminate 
their Capillary Ramifications , into the parts 


for Nourifhment, like fo many. A¢eanders 
to water the Earth, and drein up all thac 
the Arteries give, more than can be im- 
ploy'd in the Nourifhment of the parts, 
and reconvey it to the. Heart, and from 
thence to the great .Arteries , to -be pulfed 
into the Leffler Arteries again. — So that if 
a Hand or a Foot be Amputated,, then the 
Arteries do not carry the Blood fo far , and 
confequently the Veins cannot fetch back 
any Blood from thence ; and fo if the whole 
Arm or Leg were Amputated, the Capilli- 
ary Ramifications of the Arteries and Veins 
go no farther: Yet the Circulation is the 
{ame in the. parts Remaining, for there is 
no need of Re-union.or Anaftomafes, which 
this Queftion fuppofes. ) 

Queft. 3. 4 Maid-Servant of one of my Re- 
lations, fianding at the Door , a Woman came 
to her , and pretended to tell her her Fortune , 
in order whereunto, fhe was to Crofs her Hand 
with a piece of Silver , which being done , fhe 
told her , that if fhe laid fuch a Sum of AtLo- 
ney uuder one of the Boards of the Garret 
Floors over-night , fhe fhowld have fo much, 
more added to st before the next Morning; but 
in ftead thereof, fhe found her own Money mif- 


fing , with feveral pieces of Linnen, and o-. 


ther things which fhe had particularly named 
to the Woman befove fhe left ber 5 which were 
taken out of the Trunk, where there were fe- 
vtral other things; Quere , after what men 
ner did fhe Convey them away , and whether 
¢ not naming of thofe things that were 
left, hindred her from taking them away, being 
mingled with the reft ? 
_ Anfw. The petiion fuppofes the W- 
man a Stranger , therefore unacquainted with 
the Garret, placing of the Boards, or wich 
a Diftinétion of. the unfeen pore Linnen , 
the moft probable Method in effecting this 
Cheat , was a Confederacy betwixt the Stran- 
ger and fome Body that knew the Linnen, 
and the Garret, or elfe the Stranger was, 
fome perfon -in League with the Devil, to 
whom the Maid Subjected her felf by her. 
unlawful Curiofity and. defire of gain, 
without examining by what means fhe .was 
to obrain it, her wickednefS'in coveting to. 
be independant of God, might very well 
bring the hidden: Treafure , and what Lin- 
nen ihe hadnamed under the power of thofe 
whofe Aid fhe required, and had the {pe-. 
cified that Linnen that was left, no doubt 
but they had gone aM the fame way, : 
Quelt. 4. Inthe Year 1686. there was fhewn 
in Southwark .Fair, a Black .Negro Man, 
having a Child growing out betwixt bis Breafts, 


with all the ect parts of a Mam, except 


the Head’: Quzre, what wasthe cane of fuck 
a Birth , and after what. manner dia it receive 


its Nourifbment ? 4 A eh 
© Mnf. 
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Frame of this Afonfler, may 
compar’d to the Workmanfhip 
upon which two per- 
are imploy'd, the more Diligent of the 
two finithes his Task firft, and che more 
flothful , finding all rhe Materials {pent , is 
conftrained to leave his butinefs imperfect ; 
and faften it to the other as well as he can: 
So the Spirits being in 100 great Abundance to 
attend the Formation of ome fingle Child, un- 
dertook rwo, and there being not Materials 
eaten . finifht but one and a half , and by 
reafon of the Continuity of the Matter, they 
became connected — To the latter part of the 
Queftion. — The \efS draws Nourifhment 
from the greater, by the Anafi mMoOftsy or in- 
fertion of his Veflels, with thofe of his Bro- 
ther , as the Child facks the Material Blood ; 
but the Umbilical Vein there being in both 
but one Principle of Sanguification; for a- 
nother Inftance much like this , See Vol, I. 
N. 29. Y. 4. - 
Queft. 5. Whether any Subfcribe their Names 

to their Oneries ? 

Anfw. Yes, feveral, and ’twou'd be very 
well if we had 20 Queftions fent us, wherein 
there is a real Canfe of fhame for the propo- 
nents Subf{cription: Not, but that we make 
2 Dittinétion berween an Inconvenience and 
a Scandal , and should be glad if all Un/ub- 
feribed Queftions had no Tinéture of the 
Jatt. 

Quelt. 6. Where lies the Infallibility, now the 
Papal Chair is vacant ? 

Anfw. If Infallibility were confin’d to the 
Chair, every perfon that cou’d fit in’r, might, 
( during that time ) challenge the Epithire of 
Infaliible; but we can’t believe any fuch gem 
in or out of the Chair: So long as we fin 
Inftances of one Pope or General Councel, 
Anathematizing or Damning another, for be- 
ing of another Opinion, — although the 
Chair is vacant, all the Infallibility, ( or what 
elfe you pleafe to call it } is Potentially, tho’ 
not Perfonally Exi/tents and when a new 
Pope thall be Inaugurated, and the Conclave 
arife , there is no more than a Change of a 
Name, not a Power: As for Inftance, a 
Gentleman dts, his Eftate is yet an Eftate, as 
certain as it was when he was living , and 
will be an Eftate afterwards, when the Ti- 
tle of fome one of the pretended Heirs is 
Racifi'd. 

Queft. 7. Two Perfons, the one Rich, and the 
other Poor, Contrafted a Real Friendfhip , is it 
any Breach thereof, if he that is Poor, Endea- 
vours to ratfe bis Fortunes by Marrying with bis 
Rich Friend's near Relation, without bis Know- 
ledge ? 

Anfw. It may be Prudence, but got Ge- 
neroficy to Conceal it, Friend{hip ought to be 
ab/tratted from Pajfion and Intereft, or it isnot 
Reals but there may fome accidents Occur , 
( amongft which, this is one ) that will either 
defiroy it , or alter it into another fort of an 
Eftablithment: "Fis certain fuch an Attempt 
will make the Friendthip le(s, or greater, and 
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not unfitly be 
a piece of Tapeftry, 
(ons 


pant 


‘tis _poffible to know whether Cafe will hap- 


pen by Jnfinuating fomething of this Nature at a 


Diftance, no Advice can poffibly be refolved 


upon, fince Circumftances almoft change the 
very matter of Fact, as whether fuch a Mar- 
rizge will Countervail the lofs of fuch a 
Friendfhip, if it is to be loft ; and-if fo, whe- 
ther fuch another Friend is to be got, or 
whether none of all this 5 befides other rhings 
which render a perfon ( ignorant of theie 
things ) uncapable of giving a proper An- 
{wer : Only thus much , Kindne/s and Pru- 
dence, ought to bave a due Diftinition , and yet 
at the fame time to contider, that they are 
both of very great Coniequence. 

Queft. What is the Reafon that Millers 
ufually more Deaf than other per{ons. 

Anfw. We read ( Zuin Theat.) that thofe 
People that live near the fad of rhe River 
Nile , are Deaf in a lirtle time, and can- 
not hear one another , unlefs they {peak loud, 
and with an Extream vehemency $ which 
proceeds from a Continued and too much exten- 
fion of the Membrane called the Drum— We 
“have an Inftance in the Philofophical Tranfatti- 
ons , Of a Perton that could hear when he rid 
in aCoachs; but when he was in a Room, or 
filent place where there was no Vehement 
Agitation of the Air toextend the Sunk Mem- 
brane, he heard not withour great Difficul- 
ty; and thusitis witha Miller, whote im- 
ploy is among{t a continued JVoife of Wa- 
ters, &c. for the Drumof the Ear being con- 
tinually ftretch’d by the Agitation of the 
Air, when he comes out of the noife, grows 
remifs, therefore not fo capable of hearing 
as before, juft as an alreration is effected in 
the found of another Drum, according to 
the ftraitnefs or loofnefs of it’s bearing. 

Queft. There is a certain perfon in Town 
fo very Noifly and Troublefom , that he occafi 
ons fome of the Neighbours to leave their Aboads 
tobe ghiet , if there be but half aword fpoke, 
hell make a Verte on’t , and will alfo Preach 
on’t for a Week. together, Night and Day, ex- 
cept when he is afleep— if you can, pray 
dirett uswhat todo, or we fhall utterly defpair 
of a Cure for him, 

Anfw. Shave his Head, Bleed him, keep 
him Dark , give him Opiates , and Dier 
him ,.as thofe of his Order, who are Coop’d 
up in New-Bedlam, perhaps now Olivers 
noife of Glory, Glory, Glory, is ceafed, he 
may rave, thathe doth not fucceed him, 
for he alfo could Preach a week rogether 
upon one word: Therefore this perfon is 
properly his Succeflor , and mad that he jis 
not taken notice of, as fuch, perhaps it in- 
creafes his Diftra¢tion, that of fo many 
Neighbours who bear him Night and Day, 
none of ‘em take notice how apt a Scholar 
he is in Bedlamitifm, if to this Method, 
Good Councel is added , and yet he is the 
fame, fend but his Name and Aboad, and 
inour next we'll aflure you a Remedy, 
upon which you may write probatum eft. 
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